
 

Brief biography of Whitman C. Olson 
Whitman C. Olson was born near Sidney NE in 1896. His parents, Charles and Meta 
(Busekist) Olson were pioneer homesteaders in Cheyenne County. 

At an early age, he moved with his parents to Osceola NE, where he graduated from 
high school in 1914. Following two years in engineering college at Iowa State 
University, he returned to Osceola, where he farmed with his father. In 1922, he was 
married to Lelia B. Burmood of Wood River. They had two sons: James W. and William 
L. 

He and his wife continued to farm until 1941, when he purchased an interest in the Gloe 
Bros. Oil Company (later Wood River Oil Company). He retired in 1970. 

In February of 1979, he passed away at the age of 82. Although not particularly active in 
community affairs, he was a highly respected farmer and businessman. 
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